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Suggested Interview Questions for Ivan Obolensky 
 

1. How did your family’s stories influence your storytelling style? 

2. The women in the book are incisive and strong. How have the women in 

your life helped shape these characters for you? 

3. What kind of research did you do to inform your portrayal of Alice’s 

archaeological and occult interests? 

4. The house and grounds of Rhinebeck seem to bewitch the characters. 

What inspired the setting? 

5. Among Alice’s many accomplishments is that she is a fearless traveler. 

What travels have inspired you? 

6. Fine dining and a deep appreciation of food play such key roles in the 

book.  What importance do you feel food holds for the story? 

7. How have your own experiences informed the lavish lifestyle of the 

characters? 

8. The ethics of doing business also comes into play for these characters. 

How well do you think Percy navigates this? 

9. Can you talk a little about the importance of Percy and Johnny’s 

friendship to the story?   

10. There are both literal and metaphorical demons in the book. How do you 

think they relate to each other? 

11. What surprised you most about writing this book? What plans do you 

have for future projects? 
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Suggested Reading Group Discussion Questions 

 

1. How does the setting of the Rhinebeck estate help set the tone for the 

book? 

2. Do you think Percy and Bruni’s relationship would be possible if he had 

failed in his business negotiations? What do you think this says about 

their future? 

3. How do you think the women in the novel are portrayed?  

4. Do you see Aunt Alice as a dedicated explorer and researcher or a 

someone who falls victim to obsession? 

5. Bonnie becomes an unexpected ally in the book. What do you think of 

her role in the story? 

6. Percy must work hard to gain Stanley’s trust. Why do you think this is so 

important to Percy? 

7. At times it feels like the ties of friendship are stronger than that of family. 

Which relationships seem the strongest in the story? 

8. Do you think Maw’s actions are forgivable? Can she be trusted? 

9. Do you think the Dodge family will be closer after this weekend? Or do 

you think this is only a temporary truce? 

10. How do you think Percy’s experience with the demon helps him 

overcome his own demons with the Dodge family? What do you think the 

demon might represent? 
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Stay Connected 
 

 
Author Ivan Obolensky 

Website: ivanobolensky.com  

Twitter: @ivanobolensky 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ivanoauthor/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/ivan-obolensky  
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